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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2017-809
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: November 28, 2017
Committee(s) of Reference: NCSPHS, F
Date of Analysis: November 30, 2017
Type of Action: Appropriation
Bill Summary: The bill appropriates $450,000 from the Court Costs $65 Fee Subfund 1S1 fund balance to the Subfund 1S1 Judicial Support - Professional Services Account to provide funding to hire contract attorneys to expedite post-conviction relief appeals as mandated by the District Court of Appeals. 
Background Information: The Florida Rules of Criminal Procedure provide a mechanism for defendants to petition the courts to vacate or set aside a sentence after conviction and the First District Court of Appeals has mandated that the petitions must be acted on within a reasonable time. The Fourth Judicial Circuit requests this appropriation to hire additional contract attorneys to supplement the circuit’s full-time attorneys to handle a backlog of post-conviction appeals. The court administration office reports that they currently have approximately 893 post-conviction cases pending. The circuit is also dealing with 45 death penalty cases which are in various stages (trial, post-conviction relief and new penalties phase). The circuit has experienced the uptick they anticipated in the number of death penalty cases being reviewed as a result of recent Florida and U.S. Supreme Court rulings regarding the constitutionality of Florida’s death penalty sentencing procedure.
Policy Impact Area: Court operations
Fiscal Impact: The bill appropriates $450,000 from the Court Costs $65 Fee Subfund 1S1 fund balance to a Professional Services Account in the same subfund.
Analyst: Clements
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